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Year 6 – 2019-20  
Curriculum Overview  

Subject Term Theme Key Learning Outcomes Activities  

Science 1 Hola Mexico Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain why 
shadows have the same shape as the objects that cast them. 

Find out about El Castillo, a pyramid shaded 
temple. Use torches to predict where shadows 
will form. 

3 Frozen 
Kingdom 
 

Identify how animals and plants are adapted to suit their 
environment in different ways and that adaptation may lead to 
evolution.  

 
Describe how living things are classified into broad groups 
according to common observable characteristics and based on 
similarities and differences, including micro-organisms, plants and 
animals.  

Choose an animal from a polar region. Research 
and create a fact file.  
Create 3D food chains.  
 
Find out about the biodiversity of the Arctic and 
Antarctic ocean. 

4 How have 
eyes evolved  
 
How does 
light travel 
 

Recognise that light appears to travel in straight lines.  
 
Use the idea that light travels in straight lines to explain that 
objects are seen because they give out or reflect light into the 
eye.  
 
Explain that we see things because light travels from light sources 
to our eyes or from light sources to objects and then to our eyes.  

Look at how light travels.  
 
Dissect an eye- look at the lens and other main 
features.  

5 Blood Heart  Identify and name the main parts of the human 
circulatory system, and describe the functions of the 
heart, blood vessels and blood.  

 Record data and results of increasing complexity using 
scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, 
scatter graphs, bar and line graphs. 

 Take measurements, using a range of scientific 
equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking 
repeat readings when appropriate.  

 
 

Identify the main parts of the human 
circulatory system (heart, arteries, veins, 
capillaries, blood and lungs). Identify the 
functions of blood. 

 
At the end of the topic create a fact file about 
the heart, blood and circulation. 
 
Measure heart rates (sprinting events). 
 
 



P a g e  2 | 8 

 

 Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs and lifestyle 
on the way their bodies function.  

 

 Report and present findings from enquires, including 
conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and 
degree of trust in results, in oral and written forms such 
as displays and other presentations.  

PE lesson- creating a circuit where children 
record heart rates. Compare how their heart 
rate differed on each activity. present 
information in graphs. 
  
Look at the effects how smoking, alcohol and 
drugs can affect their lifestyle. To create a life-
sized human and annotate how the body is 
affected. 
 
Karl Landsteiner (research and collate 
information about him).   

History 1 Hola Mexico Learn about a non-European society that provides contrasts with 
British history (Mayan civilization)  

Look at images of the Maya Civilisation. Also to 
tie into (Mayan ball games, hero twins).  

2 Child’s War Learn an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

 

Create a timeline of major events in WW2.  
 
Look at prejudice and discrimination and the 
Holocaust.  
 
London Blitz- creating a safety guide. 

3 Frozen 
Kingdom 

Study and aspect or theme in British History that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Find out about the unskinkable Titanic.  

Geography 1 Hola Mexico Locate the worlds countries, using maps to focus on Europe and 
North and South America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities. 
Use maps, atlases, globes and computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

Use world maps to locate Mexico. Include 
major cities, seas, mountains, airports, tourist 
resorts.  

 
Use maps, atlases to locate the Chihuahuan 
Desert. 

 2 Child’s War Name and locate counties and cities of the UK, geographical 
regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land- use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time. 

Locate the cities and ports bombed during the 
Blitz. Label a map. Discuss why certain places 
were bombed. 
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Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlements and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water.  

 
Look at the UK map and find the evacuation 
place (from WW2 day). Find out more 
information about it. 

3 Frozen 
Kingdom 

Identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Arctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (Including day and 
night). 

 
Use maps, atlases, globes and computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied. 

 
Understand geographical similarities and difference through the 
study of human and physical geography of a region of the UK, a 
region in a European country, and a region within North and 
South America. 

Use globes and atlases to name both polar 
regions.  
 
 
 
Work in research teams to find and locate 
information about Arctic and Antarctica.  

Art & 
design 

1 Hola Mexico To improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials.  

 

Look at the images of Dia de los Muertos (Day 
of the Dead). Create a 3D skull in the style. 

3 Frozen 
Kingdom 

Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials (e.g. 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay) 
Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to 
review and revisit ideas. 

Create artwork based on Indigenous people.  
 
 
Create northern light artwork (painting/ chalk). 

5 Blood Heart Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including 
drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials (e.g. 
pencil, charcoal, paint, clay). 

Create a piece of artwork (abstract) using paint. 
Different shades of red. 

Music 1 Hola Mexico Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices 
and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression. 

 

Learn a traditional Mexican song such as the La 
Cucaracha – Perform. 
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Appreciate and understand a wide variety of high quality live and 
recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians.  

Listen to El Jarabe Tapatio music. 

2  Child’s War Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices 
and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression. 

 
Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of music.  

 
Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory. 

Learn songs such as Run Rabbit, It’s a long way 
to Tipperary. 

 
 

Create and compose their own lyrics to a WW2 
song. 

 
Listen to range of WW2 sounds (air raid sirens, 
bombing, spitfires etc). 

3 Frozen 
Kingdom 

Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of music. 

Create a group musical composition for the 
Northern Lights. 

5 Blood Heart  Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the 
interrelated dimensions of music. 
 
Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices 
and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression. 

Body percussion (the heart). 
 
 
A group rap about the heart. 

Design & 
technology 

1 Hola Mexico Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria 
and consider views of others to improve their work. 
 
Prepare and cook for a variety of predominately savoury dishes 
using a range of cooking techniques. 
 

Creating a recipe for a Mexican Mocktail. Fruit 
drink! Writing a set of instructions.  
 
Hold a Mexican Fiesta day- cook and prepare 
chili, fajitas, salsa (parents invited).  

2 Child’s War Prepare and cook for a variety of predominately savoury dishes 
using a range of cooking techniques. 
 
Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, textiles according to their 
functional properties and aesthetic qualities.  
 

Find and make popular wartime foods (spam 
sandwiches, egg/sugar sandwiches etc). 
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Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and 
reinforce more complex structures. 

Look at images of Anderson shelters and 
compare with Morrison shelters. Design and 
create Anderson shelters in groups. 

5 Blood Heart Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks (e.g. cutting, shaping, joining and finishing).  

 
Prepare and cook for a variety of predominately savoury dishes 
using a range of cooking techniques. 
 
Investigate and analyse a range of existing products. 
 
 
Generate, develop, model and communication their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross sectional and exploded 
diagrams, prototypes, pattern pieces and computer aided design.   

To make a homemade stethoscope. 
 
 
Make a healthy balanced lunch. 
 
 
Looking at food packaging on existing products. 
 
Make a heart model. 
 
On the playground create a human PE heart. 
Create all the four chambers. And get the 
children to run around carrying oxygenated and 
deoxygenated blood. 

Physical 
Education  

1 Hola Mexico Perform dances using a range of movement and patterns. Create a short dance (The Mexican Hat Dance). 

2  Child’s War Play competitive games, modified where appropriate (e.g 
badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, rounders 
and tennis), and apply basic principles suitable for attacking and 
defending.  
 
Perform dances using a range of movement patterns.  

Take part in WW2 games. Such as rounders, 
cricket, hopscotch, skipping.  
 
 
Jive- to parents 

5 Blood Heart Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement to achieve their personal best. 

 
Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in 
combination.  

Range of cardiovascular activities (running, 
rope skipping etc). 
 
To run and re-create the blood flow of the 
heart (different pencils representing 
oxygenated blood).  

Computing. 1 E- Safety Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise 
acceptable/ unacceptable behaviour; identify a range of ways to 
report concerns about content and contact.  

See internet safety day. 
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2 Child’s War Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are 
selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital 
content. 

Use the web to find information about the 
Battle of Britain. 

3 Frozen 
Kingdom 

Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range 
of programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, 
including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 
information. 

Use the internet to download images of 
icebergs- ice shelves, sea glaciers, glaciers. 

5 Blood Heart Use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are 
selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital 
content. 
 
Use sequence, selection, and repetition programs; work with 
variables and various forms of input and output.  

Visit ‘Give Blood’ website. Share discoveries.  

RE 1  What does it mean to be a Christian?  

2  Stories of Faith  

3  Religions in the community- Beliefs and actions.  

4  Worship and Prayer  

5  What is Buddhism? What does it mean  to be a Buddhist?  

6  Can we all be enlightened?  

PSHE 2 Child’s War Think about the lives of people living in other places and times, 
and people with different values and customs.  
Know what democracy is, and about the basic institutions that 
support it locally and nationally. 
 
Reflect on spiritual, moral and social, and cultural issues, using 
imagination to understand other people’s experiences.  

Read first hand experiences of eyewitness 
accounts from soldiers. Write a letter home. 
 
Look at WW2 and refugees/evacuation. 
 
Work in groups to find information and present 
about Hitler, Churchill, Neville Chamberlian. 

3 Frozen 
Kingdom 

Reflect on spiritual, moral and social, and cultural issues, using 
imagination to understand other people’s experiences. 

Debate- is it ok for animals to work? 
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MFL - 
French 

1-6   Listen attentively to spoken language and show 
understanding by joining in and responding. 

 Explore patterns and sounds of language through songs 
and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meanings of 
words. 

 Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; 
express opinions and respond to others; seek clarification 
and help. 

 Speak in sentences using familiar vocabulary, phrases and 
basic language structure.  

 Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that 
others understand when they are reading aloud using 
familiar words and phrases. 

 Present ideas and intonation orally to a range of 
audiences 

 Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases 
and simple writing 

 Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes 

 Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to 
understand new words that are introduced into familiar 
written material, including through using a dictionary. 

 rite phrases from memory and adapt these to create new 
sentences to express ideas clearly. 

 Describing people, places, things and actions orally and in 
writing. 

 Understand basic grammar appreciate to the language 
being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, 
masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high 
frequency verbs, key features and patterns of the 
language; how to apply these to build sentences and how 
these differ from or are similar to English. 
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Term 1-  Hola Mexico  

Term 2-  Child’s War  

Term 3-  Frozen Kingdom  

Term 4-  SATS/Frozen Kingdom/Science week (eyeballs!) How have eyes evolved  

Term 5-  Blood Heart 

Term 6 – End of Year production/Local History study 

 

Topic Engage/Wow event Express event/end of topic review. 

Hola Mexico Mexican Fiesta Parents invited to sample the food that the children produce.  
Mexican dance to perform as well. 

Child’s War WW2 evacuation day (children come 
dressed up!) 

Parents invited- to showcase work covered at the end of term.  
Children produce key themed areas in the hall for parents to see.  
Jive dance! 

Frozen Kingdom Iceberg frozen- monitor how ice changes 
overtime. 

 

Blood Heart Dissecting a Heart Parents invited. Children in groups produce a focus as a large poster, books out 
as well (Healthy Eating, The Heart, Smoking/alchohol/drugs and the effects, Karl 
Landsteiner). 

 


