
 

  

  

  
Creates Special Family Time 

With our busy, modern lives, children may have less quality, family time than 

parents wish.  Therefore, sharing bedtime stories are a special time to spend 

together and enjoy each other’s company.  

  

Builds a Rich Vocabulary 

The more we read to our children the richer their vocabulary gets. Bedtime 

stories introduce children to new words and ideas, and develops their 

understanding of language. 

  

Develops Good Communication skills 

Children who are regularly read to by their parents have strong listening skills 

and become effective communicators. They begin to formulate their thoughts 

and explain their ideas more clearly.  

  

Builds Self-Confidence and Self-Esteem 

Exposure to a broad range of stories helps children understand the world 

around them and their own place in it. This builds their self-confidence for  

further learning and academic success.  
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Supporting your Child with their Reading 

10 Top Tips for Parents 
 

1. Choose a quiet time and read regularly 

Try to read with your child on most school days - 'little and often' is best.  Set aside a quiet time 

with no distractions. Ten to fifteen minutes is usually long enough.  
 

2. Make reading enjoyable  

Make reading an enjoyable experience. Sit with your child. Try not to pressurise if they are 

reluctant. If your child loses interest, then do something else.  
 

3. Maintain the flow  

If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt immediately. Instead allow opportunity for 

self-correction. It is better to tell a child some unknown words to maintain the flow rather than 

insisting on trying to build them all up from the sounds of the letters. If your child does try to 

'sound out', encourage the use of letter sounds rather than 'alphabet names'.  
 

4. Be positive 

If your child says something nearly right to start with that is fine. Don't say 'No. That's wrong,' 

but 'Let's read it together' and point to the words as you say them. Boost your child's confidence 

with constant praise for even the smallest achievement.  
 

5. Success is the key 

Parents anxious for a child to progress can mistakenly give a child a book that is too difficult. This 

can have the opposite effect to the one they are wanting. Remember, until your child has built 

up their confidence, it is better to keep to easier books. Struggling with lots of unknown words 

is pointless; flow is lost, text cannot be understood and children can easily become disheartened 

and reluctant readers.  
 

6. Visit the Library 

Encourage your child to use the public library.  
 

8. Communicate with school  

Try to communicate in the reading record book regularly with positive comments and any 

concerns. Your child will then know that you are interested in their progress and that you value 

reading.  
 

9. Talk about the books 

There is more to being a good reader than just being able to read the words accurately. Just as 

important is being able to understand what has been read. Talk to your child about the book — 

you will then be able to see how well they have understood and you will help them to develop 

good comprehension skills.  
 

10. Variety is important  

Remember children need to experience a variety of reading materials eg. picture books, hard 

backs, comics, magazines, poems, and information books.  



  

Developing Comprehension 

 

Reading with children and helping them practise specific reading strategies can dramatically 

improve their ability to comprehend what they read. Here are a few important reading strategies 

aimed at improving comprehension: 

 

Ask questions and clarify 

Encourage your child to ask questions when confused about a character or the plot.   

 What just happened?  

 Why did X behave that way? 

 

Listen to your child read aloud as often as possible 

 Strong fluency helps to foster strong comprehension.  

 Talk to your child about book characters, what happened in the book, and what he/she 

liked best about the book. 

 

Summarise 

 What were the main ideas in this story/chapter?  

 Can you describe what happened in this story? 

 Summarise this chapter using only three sentences? 

 

Predict 

 What do you think will happen next?  

 What do think X will do next?  

 How do you think this problem will be resolved?  

 Why do you think so?  

 What did you read in the story that led you to this prediction? 

 

Visualise 

 Close your eyes.  

 Describe the setting.  

 What does X look like?  

 Try sketching a highly descriptive reading passage.  

 

Reread 

Good readers will reread a piece several times until they are satisfied they understand it. 

Rereading is simple, but effective. 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Book introduction  

(before reading) 

 Who is the author? Illustrator?  

 What can you see on the front cover? 

 What do you think this book is going to be 

about? 

 Does the blurb give us any more clues? 

 Who do you think the characters are going 

to be? 

Recalling information from the book 

(from previous reading) 

 Where does the story take place? 

 What did he/she/it look like? 

 Who was he/she/it? 

 Where did he/she/it live? 

 Who are the characters in the book? 

 What has happened so far?  

Giving reasons 

 What makes you think that? 

 How do you feel about? 

 Can you explain why? 

 I wonder why the author...? 

 Which words has the author used to 

show that this character is: funny/ 

naughty/ mean/ kind? 

Discussing the story 

 How could this book be better? 

 Is it as good as? 

 Which did you prefer? Why? 

 Who was your favourite character? 

 Which was your favourite part of the story? 

 Who else would enjoy this book? 

Understanding what you have read 

 What do you think is happening here? 

 What happened in the story? 

 What might this mean? 

 Which part of the story best describes the…? 

 Which words or phrases do this? 

 What part of the story do you like the best? 

Questions to ask when reading  

with your child 


