
 

 

 

Year 5 – 2019-20 
Curriculum Overview  

Subject Term Theme Key Learning Outcomes Activities 

Science Term 1 Peasants, Princes and 
Pestilence 
 

● Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, 

including recognising and controlling variables where 

necessary.  

 
● Describe the life processes of reproduction in some plants  

 

Fair test – growing micro-organisms (mould – different 
temperatures) 
Rats  
Bacteria 
(Personification poetry) 

 

Term 2 Alchemy Island 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

● To compare and group together everyday materials on the 

basis of their properties 

● To use knowledge of solids, liquids and gases to decide how 

mixtures might be separated 

● To record data and results of increasing complexity using 

scientific diagrams, labels, classification keys etc.  

● To describe what happens when a solute dissolves in a solvent 

to form a solution 

● To construct simple circuits, identifying and naming basic parts 

Investigate samples in glass jars; coloured sand, lentils, 
cornflour and water etc. and group by characteristics such as 
transparency, hardness, electrical conductivity, thermal 
conductivity and magnetism. 

 
Investigate how mixtures could be decontaminated through 
filtration, sieving, evaporation etc. 
Crystal growing and monitoring changes over time. Line graphs 
to record results. 

 
Testing spoonful of gold dust. 

 
Build and use circuit to create a lamp for lighting their way to 
the shadowy cave. 

 
Plan investigation to recover gold nuggets from a soil sample. 
Separate the materials. 

 
 

● To identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series 

circuit 

● To recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit 

● To describe what happens when a solute dissolves in a solvent 

form 

● To plan a scientific enquiry, including comparative and fair 

tests 

● To identify how sounds are made, associating some of them 

with something vibrating 

● To recognise that vibrations from sounds travel through a 

medium to the ear 

● To find patterns between the pitch of a sound and features of 

the object that produced it 

● To find patterns between the volume of sounds and the 

strength of the vibrations that produced it  

● To recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the 

sound source increases. 



Term 3 Stargazers 
 

● Plan different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, 

including recognising and controlling variables where 

necessary 

 
● Describe the movement of the earth, and other planets, 

relative to the Sun in the solar system 

 
● Describe the Sun, Moon and Earth as approximately spherical 

bodies 

 
● Use the idea of the Earth’s rotation to explain day and night 

and the apparent movement of the Sun across the sky 

 
● Take measurements using a range of scientific equipment with 

increasing accuracy and precision taking repeated readings 

when appropriate 

 
● Report and present findings from enquiries, including 

conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and 

degree of trust in results in oral and written forms such as 

displays and other presentations.  

Pendulums experiment 
 

Class based - orbits 
 

Class based – relative sizes of planets according to objects 
(fruit). Research 

 
Experiment with torches and globe/comparison of Australia 
and UK 

 
Force meters’ experiment 
Gravity clips – creative writing 

 
(Extra English – Moon Myths) (Gravity rap) (Character 
description – Alien writing and T4W – Escape from a monster 
story) Spoken Language – extra writing – advertising their own 
rides – leading to radio advert. 

 
Force meter experiment 
Pendulums experiment 

 
Expert lectures – on a particular aspect of the topic (Express 
event) 

 

Term 4 
 

Scream Machine 
 

● Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth 

because of the force of gravity acting between the Earth and 

the falling object 

● Give reasons, based on evidence from comparative and fair 

tests, for the particular uses of everyday materials, including 

metals, wood and plastic.  

Centripetal force experiment 
Brainstorming rides and the materials’ properties – buoyancy, 
waterproofness etc. 

 
 

History Term 1 Peasants, Princes and 
Pestilence 

● Study an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ 

chronological knowledge beyond 1066. 

Sequencing of the symptoms which occurred during Black 
Death.  First-hand accounts. 
The Flagellants – research and study 
Medieval Knights – fact file 
Hierarchy of classes – how the feudal system worked 

 

Term 3 Stargazers ● To study an aspect or theme in British history that extends 

pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 

 

Isaac Newton investigation 
Space Race (Trip emphasis) 



Term 6 Pharaohs ● To learn about the achievements of the earliest civilisations 

(see breakdown of individual skills in Cornerstones) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look at photos and information about the contents of 
Tutankhamun’s tomb. Consider what these artefacts and 
objects might tell them about ancient Egyptians. 
Create a timeline to show how ancient Egyptian civilisation 
developed. 
Learn about the role of an Egyptian pharaoh, including what 
he or she is expected to do and what they were responsible 
for. 
Discuss what we can learn about ancient Egypt from just one 
group of similar objects. Make detailed drawings of the 
artefacts and label with observations. 
Research ancient gods, what they looked like and what their 
role was. Use Egyptian tomb paintings and papyrus rolls. Write 
a non-chronological report about a chosen god/goddess. 
Learn about mummification and write a set of instructions. 

 
Read a letter from Khufu to his priest and write the priest’s 
response, explaining how his soul will be protected and guided 
in the afterlife. 
Find out about the events leading up to the death of Cleopatra 
VII, the last Egyptian Queen. Look at different versions of 
events and draw conclusions about what the story might have 
been.  

Geography Term 1 Peasants, Princes and 
Pestilence 

● Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied 

● Name and locate counties and cities of the UK 

Route of the plague 
 

Countries in the UK which were affected by the plague 

Term 3 Stargazers ● To use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied. 

 

Looking at continents, volcanoes etc – use of Google Earth 

Term 4 Scream Machine ● Understand geographical similarities and differences through 

the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

uK, a European country and a region within North or South 

America 

Websites outside the UK 
 
 

Term 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alchemy Island ● Recognise and describe physical and human geography 

 
 

● Use the eight points of a compass, 4 and 6 figure grid 

references, symbols and key. 

 

Analyse a map of Alchemy Island and use the key to determine 
the Island’s human and physical features. 
Use Set 1 co-ordinates to plot the route from the Ancient 
Citadel to where the alchemists live 

 
Design a fantasy map for a second game or adventure. 
Consider which features would be next to each other eg. a 
settlement next to a river. 



● Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography 

including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts 

Term 6  Pharaohs ● To locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe… concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities 

 
● To describe and understand key aspects of human geography 

including: types of settlement and land use… 

Locate Egypt on a world map, use online maps and other 
information to describe Egypt’s landscape, surrounding 
countries, sea climate etc. 

 
Learn about why the Nile was so important to the 
development of ancient Egyptian society and its wealth. 

 
Create a tourist guide of Egypt detailing key monuments and 
locations they would recommend visiting.  

Art & Design Term 1 Peasants, Princes and 
Pestilence 

● Improve the mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture. 

 

Knight’s helmet sketching designs 

 Term 2  Alchemy Island ● Improve the mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture. 

 

Mixed media portal art work. 

 Term 6 Pharaohs ● Improve the mastery of art and design techniques, including 

drawing, painting and sculpture. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Draw detailed, colourful pictures of decorative artefacts found 
in Tutankamun’s tomb. 

 
Use images in books or online to investigate headwear known 
as ‘nemes’. Sketch from different perspectives and capture 
details such as pattern, shape and form. 

 
Explore the role of amulets and how they were worn for good 
luck. Sketch own designs and make own using wire, beading 
and clay. 

 

Music Term 1 Peasants, Princes and 
Pestilence 

● Play and perform in ensemble contexts, playing musical 

instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and 

expression 

 
 

When a Knight won his spurs – learning the tune and song 

Term 3 Stargazers ● Develop an understanding of the history of music Listening to Elton John “Rocket man” David Bowie “Major 
Tom” 



Term 2 Alchemy Island ● To improvise and notate musical phrases to develop 

compositions 

● To create simple rhythmic patterns with an awareness of 

timbre 

● To explain how different musical elements have been used to 

create mood and effects. 

Create a magical piece that could accompany the arrival upon 
Alchemy Island. 
Compose a short jingle or rap that would persuade the 
gatekeeper to let you into the Dragon Vine Towers. 
Work in groups to create a soundtrack to reflect the mood and 
atmosphere of one of the Island’s Kingdoms. 

Design & 
Technology 

Term 1 Peasants, Princes and 
Pestilence 

● Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes 

using a range of cooking utensils 

Tudor feast (pottage) 
Fruits etc 

Term 3 Stargazers ● Select from and use a wider range of materials and 

components, including construction materials, textiles and 

ingredients, according to their functional properties and 

aesthetic qualities 

 
● Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth 

because of the force of gravity acting between the Earth and 

the falling object  

 
● Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design 

criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work 

Rocket design 
(Express event) 

 
 

DT Express events 
Pendulum experiment  

 
 

Express event – Rocket making 

Term 4 Scream Machine ● Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury dishes 

using a wide range of cooking techniques 

Making fairground food, hotdogs and popcorn; design cartons 

Term 4 Scream Machine ● Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas 

through discussion, annotated sketches, cross sectional and 

exploded diagrams 

 
● Understand and use mechanical systems in their products (eg. 

gears, pulleys, cams, levers and linkages) 

 

Designs for log flumes 
Designing, making and evaluating 

 
Everyday objects and how they work 

 

Term 4 
 

Scream Machine ● Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design 

criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work 

Drop Ride evaluation 
Log Flumes evaluation 

 



 Term 2 Alchemy Island  ● To understand and use electrical systems in products 

 
● To research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 

innovative, functional and appealing products 

Take a pit stop at Copper Nook, where they can collect copper 
ribbons and coins. Use the circuit to make a lamp or torch. 

 
Use a paint of graphics package to design a new board game 
called Alchemy Island. 

Physical 
Education  

Term 1 Peasants, Princes and 
Pestilence 

● To perform dances using a range of movement patterns 

 

Danse Macabre- Saint Seans 

Computing Term 3 Safer Internet Day + ● Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; 

recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a 

range of ways to report concerns about contact 

Drama and role play situations 

Term 2 Scream Machine ● To select, use and combine a variety of software 

(including internet services) on a range of digital devices 

to design and create a range of programs and content 

that accomplish given goals, including collecting, 

analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 

information. 

Theme park investigation – maps and plans – looking at 
rides and amenities.  Creating maps and keys 

Term 2 
 

Scream Machine ● Use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; 

recognise acceptable/unacceptable behaviour; identify a 

range of ways to report concerns about contact 

Analyse and compare theme parks’ websites 

Term 4 Alchemy Island ● To select, use and combine a variety of software on a 

range of digital devices to design and write a range of 

programs 

● To design, write and debug programs that accomplish 

specific goals 

 

Look for potential portals outside. Compare natural 
portals with man-made. Take photographs with digital 
camera, upload and add special effects with editing 
software. 

 
Work in pairs using Scratch to trace the route of the 
next stage of the journey. 

RE Term 1 Words of wisdom - 

What can we learn from 

religious stories? 
 

● To explore big questions. (Introduction to RE in Year 

Five). 

● To know that different people have different sacred 

books, and the Christian sacred text is the Bible.  

● To understand that other faiths have their own sacred 

texts and that these are to be treated with respect. 

Range of speaking and listening activities, drama and 
role play 



● To begin to understand how the bible is used by 

Christians. 

 

● To know that the Bible is the world‟s bestselling book 

and know some facts about it.  

● To name stories of Jesus and explain what these stories 

tell us.  

Term 2 How was the world 

created? 

● To reflect upon the beauty and destruction of the natural 

world. To consider the place of mankind in the natural 

world.  

● To begin to understand how religious sources can be used 

to help provide answers to ultimate and ethical questions. 

● To understand the impact that religion can have on 

people‟s lifestyles. To reflect upon our responsibilities to 

care for the natural world. 

● To know a number of stories of creation from different 

religions. To understand the impact that religion can have 

on people‟s lifestyles. 

● To understand a non-religious answer to the question of 

how the world was created.  To reflect upon and respond 

to the scientific account of how the world began.  To 

recognise diversity of views. 

 

● To reflect upon own views about the creation of the 

world. 

● To understand and empathise with a different range of 

views about the purpose of the natural world. 

Range of speaking and listening activities, drama and 
role play 

Term 3 Religions impact on the 

world - What does it 

mean to be a person of 

faith today? 

● To learn about the religious communities found in 

Northamptonshire, the region, nation and world. To 

identify religions that are big and strong in our county. 

 

● To identify the main differences between a part of 

England where religious traditions are mainly Christian, 

and an English neighbourhood where many other 

Range of speaking and listening activities, drama and 
role play 



religions are very common (ie Northampton Town Centre 

and Moulton). 

● To identify which religions are represented in the local 

area or community. 

● To identify which religions are represented in the wider 

community. 

● To explore the key features and artefacts of a place of 

worship in Moulton and in Northampton Town Centre. 

To identify what happens there. To identify how a ….. 

helps ….. to worship. 

● To reflect on how a place of worship makes a difference 

to believers.  To recognise some similarities and 

differences between religions. 

● To identify and explore the religious make up of the 

world, the UK and the county of Northamptonshire.   

● To develop awareness of the ways in which religious 

communities in the UK have grown and changed in terms 

of religious diversity. 

● To consider what people can learn through visiting places 

of worship from different faiths. 

Term 4 Religions impact on the 

world - What does it 

mean to be a person of 

faith today? 

● Continue the above …. Range of speaking and listening activities, drama and 
role play 

Term 5 What does it mean to be 

a Sikh? 
 

● To begin to understand what Sikhs believe about God and 

the creation that we live in. 

● To explore why Sikhs believe we are all special.  

● To understand how Sikhs believe that we are all Gifts 

from that One Creator/ To discuss how KESH (the 

keeping of uncut hair) teaches a Sikh child to accept that 

we are all gifts from that One Creator. 

● To learn about the lives of the 10 Gurus.   

Range of speaking and listening activities, drama and 
role play 



● To explore who is significant to Sikhs - how the Guru 

Granth Sahib is respected as the Living Guru/To 

understand how the Guru Granth Sahib come into being 

and what is the significance of the Living Guru   

● To explore Sikh beliefs about God expressed in the Mool 

Mantar.  Eg Creator, Sustainer etc   

● To research how Guru Granth Sahib teaches about 

individuals’ relationship with the Creator, the world and 

life – how does reincarnation work? 

● To learn about Sikh values -  RESPECT, EQUALITY, 

FORGIVENESS.  

● To begin to understand how Meditation, honest living 

and serving humanity can help us become better people.  

● To look at why is Seva such an important aspect of 

human life 

● To understand how Sikhs make a difference in the local 

community 

Term 6 What is the significance 

of the 5 k’s? 

● To explore the meaning of equality and what it mean to 

belong to a Sikh family. Females/males, race, religions 

and nationalities are treated equally  

● To understand the significance of the 5ks -How the 5ks 

may help a Sikh to always remember God is with 

them/why they would be described as Articles of Faith 

and not symbols. 

● To begin to understand how  Sikhs meditate and serve in 

Gurdwaras and in their own homes.  

● To be able to identify and explain features of a Sikh place 

of workship 

● To begin to understand the significance of life and death 

in Sikhism. 

● To understand how a Sikh family choose to name a child 

that they have been blessed with. 

Range of speaking and listening activities, drama and 
role play 



● To investigate what happens in Sikh celebrations. To 

understand how music and meditation play an important 

part in Sikh ceremonies. 

● To begin to understand how the Guru Granth Sahib is 

respected in the Gurdwara. 

PSHE Term 1 JIGSAW – Being Me in My 
World 

I understand how an individual’s behaviour can impact upon a group 
● I can face new challenges positively and know how to set personal goals 

● I know how to use my Jigsaw Journal  

● I know what I value most about my school and can identify my hopes for this school year 

● I understand my rights and responsibilities as a British citizen 

● I can empathise with people in this country whose lives are different to my own 

● I understand my rights and responsibilities as a British citizen and a member of my school 

● I can empathise with people in this country whose lives are different to my own 

● I can make choices about my own behaviour because I understand how rewards and consequences feel 

● I understand that my actions affect me and others 

● I understand how an individual’s behaviour can impact on a group 

● I can contribute to the group and understand how we can function best as a whole 

● I understand how democracy and having a voice benefits the school community and know how to participate in this 

● I understand why our school community benefits from a Learning Charter and can help others to follow it 

 

 

Term 3 JIGSAW – Dreams and 
Goals 

 

 

● I can describe the dreams and goals of a young person in a culture different from mine  
● I  can reflect on how these relate to my own  
● I understand that I will need money to help me achieve some of my dreams 

● I can identify what I would like my life to be like when I am grown up 

● I know about a range of jobs carried out by people I know and have explored how much people earn in different jobs 

● I appreciate the contributions made by people in different jobs 

● I can identify a job I would like to do when I grow up and understand what motivates me and what I need to do to 

achieve it 

● I appreciate the opportunities that learning and are giving me and understand how this will help me to build my future 

● I can describe the dreams and goals of young people in a culture different from mine 

● I can reflect on how these relate to my own 

● I understand that communicating with someone in a different culture means we can learn from each other and I can 

identify a range of ways that we could support each other 

● I appreciate the similarities and differences in aspirations between myself and young people in a different culture 

● I can encourage my peers to support young people here and abroad to meet their aspirations, and suggest ways we 

might do this, e.g. through sponsorship 

● I understand why I am motivated to make a difference 



 Term 4 JIGSAW – Healthy me ● I can explain how to stay safe when using technology to communicate with my friends  
● I can recognise and resist pressures to use technology in ways that may be risky or cause harm to  
● I know the health risks of smoking and can tell you how tobacco affects the lungs, liver and heart. 

● I can make an informed decision about whether or not I choose to smoke and know how to resist pressure 

● I know some of the risks with misusing alcohol, including anti-social behaviour, and how it affects the liver and heart 

● I can make an informed decision about whether or not I choose to drink alcohol and 

● I know how to resist pressure 

● I know and can put into practice basic emergency aid procedures (including recovery position) and know how to get help 

in emergency situations 

● I know how to keep myself calm in emergencies 

● I understand how the media and celebrity culture promotes certain body types 

● I can reflect on my own body image and know how important it is that this is positive and I accept and respect myself for 

who I am 

● I can describe the different roles food can play in people’s lives and can explain how people 

● I can develop eating problems (disorders) relating to body image pressures 

● I respect and value my body 

● I know what makes a healthy lifestyle including healthy eating and the choices I need to make to be healthy and happy 

● I am motivated to keep myself healthy and happy 
 

 Term 5 JIGSAW – Relationships ● I can explain how to stay safe when using technology to communicate with my friends  
● I can recognise and resist pressures to use technology in ways that may be risky or cause harm to myself or others  
● I have an accurate picture of who I am as a person in terms of my characteristics and personal qualities 

● I know how to keep building my own self esteem 

● I can recognise how friendships change, know how to make new friends and how to manage when I fall out with my 

friends 

● I know how to stand up for myself and how to negotiate and compromise 

● I understand how it feels to be attracted to someone and what having a boyfriend/ girlfriend might mean 

● I understand that relationships are personal and there is no need to feel pressured into having a boyfriend/girlfriend 

● I understand how it feels to be attracted to someone and what having a boyfriend/girlfriend might mean 

● I can recognise the feeling of jealousy, where it comes from and how to manage it 

● I understand how to stay safe when using technology to communicate with my friends 

● I can recognise and resist pressures to use technology in ways that may be risky or may cause harm to others 

● can explain how to stay safe when using technology to communicate with my friends 

● I can recognise and resist pressures to use technology in ways that may be risky or may cause harm to myself or others 

 Term 6 JIGSAW – Changing Me ● I can describe how boys’ and girls’ bodies change during puberty 
● I can express how I feel about the changes that will happen to me during puberty  
● I am aware of my own self-image and how my body image fits into that 

● I know how to develop my own self esteem 

● I can explain how a girl’s body changes during puberty and understand the importance of looking after yourself 

physically and emotionally 



● I understand that puberty is a natural process that happens to everybody and that it will be ok for me 

● I can describe how boys’ and girls’ bodies change during puberty 

● I can express how I feel about the changes that will happen to me during puberty 

● I understand that sexual intercourse can lead to conception and that is how babies are usually made 

● I also understand that sometimes people need IVF to help them have a baby 

● I appreciate how amazing it is that human bodies can reproduce in these ways 

● I can identify what I am looking forward to about becoming a teenager and understand this brings growing 

responsibilities(age of consent) 

● I am confident that I can cope with the changes that growing up will bring 

 

 

MFL - French All Year ●  Listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding  
● Explore patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meanings of words. 
● Engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to others; seek clarification and help. 
● Speak in sentences using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structure.  

● Develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud using familiar words 

and phrases. 

● Present ideas and intonation orally to a range of audiences 

● Read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing 

● Appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes 

● Broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written 

material, including through using a dictionary. 

● Write phrases from memory and adapt these to create new sentences to express ideas clearly. 

● Describing people, places, things and actions orally and in writing. 

Understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter 
forms and the conjugation of high frequency verbs, key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to 
build sentences and how these differ from or are similar to English. 
 

 

Topic Engage Express 

Peasants, Princes and Pestilence Pestilence video Knight’s day incl. helmet making 

Scream Machine Roller coaster experience Egg Drop Ride  and Fairground Food 

Stargazers Space Centre visit Make and launch rockets 

Alchemy Island Arrival on Alchemy Island and mystery visitor delivering samples Showcase of art and music to parents 

Pharaohs Art and dance workshop Egyptian artefacts exhibition 



 


