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Starting at Moulton Primary School  
A guide for Parents 

Home-School Partnership 
This guide has been written to answer some of the common questions or worries that 
many parents have when their child starts school. It will also provide you with ideas 
as to how you can help prepare your child for this new and exciting journey.  
 
A key part of making sure that the transition into school is smooth, is effective communication. We know 
how important the partnership between home and school is and will work closely with you to share 
important information about your child. There will be times when you will need to tell us if there is 
anything happening at home or school that is affecting them. You may have questions or concerns that 
you will want to discuss with us and our ‘open door’ policy means that you can speak to us before or 
after school without an appointment; this is because we believe that no question is too silly or concern 
too small to discuss with staff and should be tackled before it becomes a problem. 
 
You will be given regular updates about what is happening at school from our weekly newsletter, class 
letters, and through Tapestry and parent emails. Please check your child’s book bag daily for any letters 
and make sure that we always have an up to date contact number for you in case we need to speak to 
you in an emergency.  

                                                                                                   
We will also tell you about your child’s progress and social and emotional 
development at our Parent Meetings, which take place three times a 
year, and in our pupil progress reports. We expect all our parents to 
attend these meetings as they are a really important part of ensuring the 
best for your child.                                                       
 

Admission Arrangements                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
At Moulton, we know that starting school is a big event for your child, and indeed the whole family. 
Therefore we are keen to establish contact with you well before your child starts school so that we are 
able to work in partnership with you, to ensure your child settles quickly and happily into school.  

 
You may have already visited the school and attended meetings 
designed to give information about the curriculum and the 
organisation of the school. In addition, we offer a number of 
transition experiences to help the children be ready for school.  

 
Pre-school transition visits to school  
Our usual transition arrangements include the opportunity for children to 
attend pre-school sessions in the summer term. These sessions allow the 
children to spend time in the Early Years setting to become familiar with 
their new surroundings, and our staff who will be caring for them.  
 

Provisional pre-school transition sessions 
Please note that these sessions are dependent on the Covid-19 situation and will be confirmed nearer the 
time: 
Stay and Play sessions (allocated) 
 

● Tuesday 14th June  - am or pm 
● Tuesday 21st June  - am or pm 
● Tuesday 28th June  - am or pm 

 
Pre-school Sessions (early July TBC) 

We hope that the current coronavirus situation will 
have improved sufficiently by the summer next year 

to allow these sessions to take place. 
 



 
Transition Liaison with pre-school settings 
During the summer term we will contact the children’s pre-school settings and nurseries and carry out 
a transition handover. This gives us the opportunity to learn about the children, getting to know their 
interests and any specific needs that they may have.  
 
Parent - Teacher Meetings 
Before the new school year begins, parents and children will be 
invited to meet with the Reception staff in school. We have found 
these one-to-one meetings a really valuable opportunity for parents 
to learn more about our Early Years setting and meet with children’s 
class teacher and teaching assistant.   
 
This is an opportunity for parents to share any relevant or sensitive information, and to ask any 
questions.  Sharing information about your child’s pre-school experiences and particular interests will 
help staff to plan for individual needs. These meetings will be on Friday 2nd, Monday 5th and Tuesday 6th 
September 2022. 
 
Starting School  
We want your child’s first experiences of school to be happy and enjoyable, taking place in a calm, 
relaxed atmosphere where staff are able to devote time to getting to know your child well.  The children 
will start school on Thursday 8th September. Initially this will be part-time – mornings or afternoons – 
until full time school starts on Monday 19th September.  
 
Children will be met by their class adults at the door to the classrooms and this ‘handover’ is a really 
important part of settling children into school and building a partnership with parents. Similarly, at the 
end of the day, teachers hand the children back to parents and carers.  

 
Throughout the day your child will move around the setting, 
including our early years’ outdoor area and garden. The 
children can participate in a range of self-initiated activities 
across the learning environment. This enables children to 
interact with others and engage in new experiences.  

 
Baseline Assessment - During the early stages of school, staff complete a baseline assessment to gain 
knowledge of children’s current level of development.  This assessment is based on our observations of 
the children as well as information supplied by previous settings.  This assessment (which is child friendly 
and fun) enables staff to gain a clear picture of children’s level of attainment. Appropriate activities can 
then be planned to suit their individual needs and interests. 
 
Full time School  
From the week commencing Monday 19th September, children will start 
full time schooling. At this time the children will be gently introduced to 
new experiences such as PE, dance and assemblies. We also start our first 
learning topic ‘All about me’ to help the children share their ideas, develop 
their confidence and build friendships within the setting. During the 
autumn term there will be an opportunity to meet your child’s class 
teacher to discuss how your child has settled into school. We will advise 
you of these dates nearer the time.  
 



The School Day  
School times for Early Years classes: 9am – 3pm 
 
Start and end of the day – The school gates leading onto the main 
playground will be opened at the start of the day so parents and 
children can wait until their time to come into class. After the 
children are in, the gates are locked and the school is secure for 
the day. After this, entrance can only be gained through the main reception, off School Lane. 
 
Please let us know if someone different will be collecting your child from school, or if you have been 
held up and will be late to collect your child. Inform the school by letter, home-school communication 
book or a phone call on the day to the office.  We are unable to release any child into the care of 
anyone we are not confident has your authority.  
 
Snacks 
All children in Foundation Stage receive a portion of fruit daily which will be eaten during snack time. 
We also request that you provide your child with a ‘named’ drinks bottle containing water only, which 
is kept at an easily accessible place in the classroom, so that your child is able to regularly take a drink 
during the day. These can then be refilled as required throughout the day. 
 
Children under 5 are entitled to free milk at school. The milk is provided by Cool 
Milk At School Ltd and arrangements can be made for your child to receive milk 
directly through the company.  When your child reaches 5 years of age they can 
continue to receive milk, however you will be charged for this service directly by 
the company.  Any enquiries about milk at school should be directed to Cool Milk 
at School Ltd on-line at www.coolmilk.com 
 
School Uniform  
Full details of our school uniform are enclosed in the school brochure pack and can be purchased from: 

 

School Wear Shop, 40-42 Abington Square, Northampton, NN1 4AA  
 

In brief, the uniform is a royal blue sweatshirt, jumper or cardigan and a blue or 
white polo shirt, all with the school logo.  Children may wear grey or black 
trousers/shorts or grey skirt/pinafore dresses.  In the summer, children may wear a 
blue gingham summer dress.  Sensible shoes (without laces) are encouraged and 
trainers are not permitted. 
 
When they start school in Reception, children are allocated a “House” which over 

the years becomes a whole-school team for sporting events and for house points. You will receive 
information about which house your child will be in prior to starting school.  
 

 For PE lessons, children will need a T-shirt in their house colours: 
 

 Water – blue  Air – yellow  Earth – green  Fire – Red 
 
Shorts and plimsolls will also be needed for PE and supplied in a drawstring bag which 
can be hung on the named ‘peg’ in the classroom. We ask that all clothing is clearly 
marked with your child’s name.  This will help us with clothing muddles, especially 
when getting changed for PE lessons! Tags can be purchased from the School Wear 
Shop.  
 

http://www.coolmilk.com/


In addition, to this please consider the most appropriate style of clothing for your child so that they can 
be as independent as possible when dressing and undressing e.g. pull up trousers, slip on dresses or 
skirts that avoid complicated button arrangements. 
 

The only jewellery we allow in school are ear studs.  For safety reasons these must not be worn on PE 
days.  At the beginning of term you will be advised of the days each class has P.E. If your child wears 
ear studs please ensure they are removed on these days.  Members of staff are not allowed to remove 
such items of jewellery.  
 

Book bags 
Your child will receive a book bag before starting school and will be able to bring home a book from the 

class book corner to share with you at home. When appropriate, your child will also 
receive reading based activities and guided reading books matched to their ability, 
which can be shared at home to support your child’s reading fluency. 
 

It is very important that your child brings their book bag to school every day, as it is 
also used to bring home pictures and information/letters from the class teacher and 

the school.  Please check your child’s bag daily.  
 
Attendance and Absence 
Good attendance is paramount to a child’s progress and development and 
parents should aim for 100% attendance if at all possible. This means not 
taking children out of school for holidays, scheduled appointments or 
anything that is not essential.  
 

Sometimes children are not fully well and parents are unsure whether to 
send them in to school. If you are unsure, please send your child in, but let 
us know that they have been poorly.  We can then monitor your child closely 
and let you know if we feel they cannot last the school day. We find that 
being at school with their friends is often distraction from how they are 
feeling and enables them to have a productive and happy day.  
 

A child who has suffered diarrhoea or vomiting must not return to school for at least 48 hours after the 
last episode of illness. If your child is unwell and unable to come to school you will need to contact the 
school every morning of the absence; parents of children absent from school are routinely contacted 
every day by our school office to make sure that they are not unaccounted for.  
 

Medication - If a child is well enough for school but needs prescribed medicines 
(antibiotics) you will need to fill in a medical form giving staff permission to administer 
the medicine. However, staff can only administer prescription medicines, which are to 
be taken 4 times a day and with their prescription stickers on them (not over the 
counter medicines such as Calpol).  Asthma inhalers should stay with the child in their 
classroom, but all other medicine should be handed into the school office.  

 
Medical conditions  
If your child has a medical condition that may require special measures to be taken whilst in school 
please advise our staff of this at the earliest opportunity. We will then ensure contact is made with our 
Inclusion Manager and the school nurse. 
 
First Aid  
Our school has qualified first aid staff on site, who can be called upon as necessary to support children 
and staff. You will always be contacted in the unlikely event of your child suffering more than a minor 



bump or graze. You will be notified of any first aid your child has received by first aid letter on collection. 
If your child has had a head bump, a special advisory letter will be given to you by a member of staff.  
 
Lunchtimes  
All children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 are provided with a free hot meal as part of the 
Government’s Universal Hot Meals scheme. At Moulton, these are cooked freshly each day by our own 
catering team and served in the main hall. The children are supervised by our lunchtime supervisors 
during the lunchtime period. Children are encouraged to eat all of their food but no child will be forced 
to eat their lunch. If they have not eaten enough lunch, or persistently refuse to eat vegetables/certain 
meals, lunchtime staff will raise this with the class teachers who will discuss this with parents at the end 
of the school day.  
 
We encourage parents to take up the hot meal option as this guarantees a 
nutritionally balanced diet over the course of the week. However, some 
children prefer and are given a home packed lunch. Please note that we have 
a no nuts rule, as several children in the school have severe nut allergies.  
 
We will introduce the children to the school hall during the summer sessions. 
This allows the children to have an opportunity to experience the hall, meet 
the dinner staff and develop an awareness of how lunchtimes work, before 
starting full time in September.  
 
Parking outside school  
The roads around the school are narrow and easily congested and we strongly advise all parents and 
children to walk to school as this is the safest way for children to arrive.  
 

The single yellow line means that there is no parking on Church Hill during the hours stated on the sign: 
8-9am and 3-4pm.  The double yellow lines mean no parking at any time. 
 

We have been asked by Jackson Grundy and Tickety Book to remind parents that no parking is permitted 
in the parking bays in front of either business, this is private property and are for their staff and 
customers only.  
 

If using your car is unavoidable, please be considerate to our neighbours by not blocking the pavement. 
Please note parking is not allowed on the school premises at any time.  
 
Helping out  
We really value parental involvement in class and there are a number of ways this can be achieved. If 
you are available and would like to become a parent helper, we would love to have your support in class, 
where you can work alongside the children participating in a range of exciting activities. Any support you 
are able to contribute to class would be gratefully received, whether this be weekly 
or ‘as and when’ possible. Please inform your child’s class teacher if you are 
interested in becoming a parent helper or would like further information.  
 
Across the course of the year we will take the children on school visits/trips, we 
always need parents to help us supervise the children and you may feel you are able 
to help us on these occasions. All three classes will hold regular parent workshops 
throughout the school year, where we will invite parents to join us in the class to 
engage in set activities with the children and to observe how the children learn.  
 

Please speak to a member of staff if you would like to know more about helping in school or about the 
workshops we organise.  
 



There is also a thriving PTA called F.O.M.P.S. (Friends of Moulton Primary School) where new members 
are always welcome.    
Good to be Gold  
Good behaviour in school is an essential part of raising standards and ensuring that all children achieve 
their potential. We use a behaviour system called Good to be Gold. Each class has a wall chart with the 
children’s names in a pouch containing a gold card. The expectation is that children are ‘gold’, which 
means behaving as we expect. If behaviour is inappropriate and children break the class rules which they 
have all agreed, they are given a verbal reminder; if this does not improve behaviour then this is followed 
by a yellow card.  
 

 
Occasionally poor behaviour continues and children are then given a red card which is recorded in the 
class Behaviour Book. Usually red cards are a one-off and children quickly modify their behaviour; 
however, sometimes it is necessary for these to be followed up, and in these cases we will meet with 
parents to agree a plan to improve behaviour.  
 
Our Golden Rules  

✔ Always be prepared to learn and try your best.  
✔ Always listen carefully and follow instructions.  
✔ Always be polite; use kind hands, feet and words.  
✔ Always walk quietly and carefully. 
✔ Always take care of our school.  

 
As the children start school, they are encouraged to share their ideas of appropriate behaviour, often 
reflecting upon their previous experiences (home/pre-school expectations). The children then use these 
ideas to formulate and agree class rules, these rules often reflect the golden rules of our school. As a 
class we discuss why these are important and how they keep us happy and safe.  
 

After the children have settled in we will teach them about the Good to be Gold system and they will be 
ready to earn their gold cards. As the school year continues they will have the opportunity to share their 
golden behaviour with the school during whole school golden assemblies.  
 
We look forward to working with you to ensure the best possible start to your child’s school days. 
 

Early Years Team,  
Moulton Primary School 


